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Yumi Hotta 


This was a Special promotional prize. It's a 
© stone with a character-drawn by Obata 
ice! himself. Only three lucky winners 

got one. 


| never expected’ to, but | got one as well. 
It's pictured_in the photo above. It's a 
treasure among treasures: 


—Yumi Hotta 


t all began when Yumi Hotta played a pick-up game of go with 

her father-in-law. As she was learning how to play, Ms. Hotta 

thought it might be fun to create a story around the 

traditional board game. More confident in her storytelling 

abilities: than her drawing skills, she submitted the beginnings of 
Hikaru no Go to Weekly Shonen Jump’s Story King Award. 
The Story King Award is an award that picks the best story, manga, 
character design and youth (under 15) manga submissions every 
year in Japan. As fate would have it, Ms. Hotta’s story (originally 
named, “Kokonotsu no Hoshi”), was a runner-up in the “Story” 
category of the Story King Award. Many years earlier, Takeshi Obata 
was a runner-up for the Tezuka Award, another Japanese manga 
contest sponsored by Weekly Shonen Jump and Monthly 
Shonen Jump. An editor assigned to Mr. Obata’s artwork came 
upon Ms. Hotta’s story and paired the two for a full-fledged manga 
about go. The rest is modern go history. 
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Story Thus Far 


Hikaru Shindo discovers an old go board one day up in his grandfather's attic. The 
moment Hikaru touches the board, the spirit of Fujiwara-no-Sai, a genius go player 
from Japan's Heian Era, enters his consciousness. Sai's love of go inspires Hikaru, as 
does a meeting with the child prodigy Akira Toya—son of go master Toya Meijin. 


Hikaru passes the pro test and starts on his path as a professional go player. His first 
game is in the Shinshodan Series, where newly promoted pros who haven't yet made 
their official debut go up against veteran pros. His opponent is Akira's father, Toya 
Meijin. But due to Sai's urgent pleas, it becomes a match between Toya Meijin and Sai. 
Because Sai plays with a self-imposed |5-point handicap, he has to play a reckless 
game of go and ends up losing. But Toya Meijin recognizes that Hikaru was playing as 
if he had a handicap, and promises to play him in an even game another time. 


One day, Hikaru goes to an amateur go event outside of Tokyo. There he meets a 
young professional player, Kurata 6 dan. Kurata takes an interest in Hikaru after he 
(actually Sai) takes on and beats a professional go player who hawks fraudulent wares. 
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*The Oteai no longer exists. The system was changed in 2003. 
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||" = TOWARD THE 
LU Vw END OF 
SUMMER 
VACATION 
LAST YEAR. 


INEVER 

HEARD 

ABOUT 
THIS. 


DID AKIRA 
FIND 
SHINDO? 


LET'S SEE;, 
SUMMER, LAST 
YEAR. AKIRA WAS 
COMING TO THE 
SALON IN THE 
MIOOLE OF THE 
DAY, SO IT MUST'VE 
BEEN DURING 
SUMMER 
VACATION. 


< THIS 
WAY 


THATISHINDO HAS 
—as BEEN SPOTTED IN} 
AN INTERNET, : 


CAS e 


__ 2. 


SHINDO 
MIGHT BE 


CONNEC- 
BETWEEN 

SHINDO™ 
AND SAI...2. 


69 


I'M SORRY 
THAT GAME 
| DIDN'T TAKE 


I'M AFRAID 
| WORRIED 


THANK YOU 
FOR COMING. 
SIT DOWN. 


| COLLAPSED 
ON THE DAY 
YOU WERE 
SCHEDULED 
TO PLAY 
AKIRA... 


AKIRA 
FORFEITED... 
FORHIM TO 
HAVE DONE 

THAT, HE MUST 
NOT HAVE BEEN 
CONFIDENT 


_\ THAT HE COULD 


MAINTAIN HIS 
COMPOSURE 
DURING THE 
GAME. 


READ 
THIS 
WAY 


OH THAT? 
| SUPPOSE IF 
| HADN'T BEEN 
HOSPITALIZED 
| WOULD NEVER 
HAVE LEARNED 


IT'S 
WONDERFUL 
TO BE ABLE 


WHILE I'M 
STUCK IN THE 
HOSPITAL. 


JUST 


TO PASS 
THE TIME 
WHILE I'M 

HERE. 


TO PLAY EVEN ‘ 


SOMETHING 


sO 
YOU PLAY 
GO ON THE 


| JUST STARTED 
YESTERDAY. 
| PLAYED 
AGAINST AKIRA 
THIS MORNING. 


BUT WITHOUT 
ee THE FEEL OF THE 
REALLY 
FOR ME. STONES IN MY 
HANDS, IT'S JUST 
J} NOT THE SAME. 


wel KNOW 
SOMEONE 
WHO DOES. 


| UH, DON'T 
PLAY 
ONLINE. 


REALLY 
REALLY 
WANTS... 


vyil 
PA 


AN A j : 
WRN SEL rok | 


<j HT 


_———— 
= = 
— 


=—— A 
DE 
== = 


IT'S 
SPELLED 
B-A=| 


ON THE 
INTERNET 
HE GOES 

BY THE 


\ 


FOR SOME REASON, AT HI KARU 


SOMEBODY FAXED - HOME 


ME A DRAFT OF NO GO 


‘i « EARLY 
poe Ae ONE STORYBOARDS 


TAKESHI! MORNING 


OUR HOME \ 


Huh?! 
WAS FILLED What's 
WITH GREAT || AT whoa) ts 
EXCITEMENT! au 


Ne 2S) inust still be in WhatPl 


S C) C) the works! eas 


Printing, 
IMANAGED TO sos partment — BUT I QUICKLY 


CONTACT HIM ; DISCOVERED 
AND DISASTER , ° IT WAS JUST 
WAS AVERTED. ** A MISSENT 
BUT I SURE WAS API FAX. 
SURPRISED! I PANICKED. 


{! a i =e , is py 
i ee F  Thaven't ety 
read this yet! 
| \ O a This installment 


TWO MONTHS no time left. supposed to eee . 
EARLIER. Is this going to be in Jump DEADLINE 
FOR THE FIRST make ite wolonnet5el . 
TIME, I WAS REALLY 

SHOCKED BY THE 

DEADLINES FOR 

THE WEEKLY 

MAGAZINE. 


I HAD SUBMITTED 
MY STORYBOARDS Theses tre WHAT SUR- 


GarneslO8\s'In the Private HOspitalyRoomt 


Z 


wf 
< see 
Fort ysy 
ITeEY 
nN 


YOURS, 
HM? 


SO HE'S A 
FRIEND OF 


BUT 
BUT HE...HE SAI'S BEEN SO 
mee bP ANXIOUS TO Us get 
ON THE PLAY YOU. ANYONE 
INTERNET. THAT | THAT A 
KNOW SAI. SECRET! 


. (aya WAN \\) ) WHY? 
WHAT'S | a 1, WHY DOES 
HIS REAL \ HE HIDE HIS 
NAME? ae 2 | \ 
| es PN IDENTITY? 


YOU'RE 
NOT 
GOING 
TO TELL 
ME? 


50 HE'S 
NOTA 
PRO. 


BUT TO 
DELIBERATELY IT HAPPENS 
KEEP HIS ALL THE TIME. 
IDENTITY PEOPLE WHO CAN 
HIDDEN? PLAY A DECENT 
| DON'T GAME OFTEN 
WANT TO PLAY 


CIKE IT; 


AGAINST APRO. 


INVITE HIM 
HERE 
I'LL PLAY 
HIM 
ANYTIME 


BUT NOT 
ON THE 
INTERNET 


JAWS 


Set out the 
go board and 
stones! 

I am right 


YOU SAW 
THE GAME 


KNOW HOW SAI AND TOYA 
STRONG PLAYED, 


SAI |S? RIGHT? 


IN 


N\ 
\ 


| 
<=> 
~~ 


BUT HE WON YES. 


THAT GAME | CAN T 
BECAUSE AKIRA Fe | as 
WAS CARELESS STRONG 
INHISREADING. —— p_ayer, 


/ 


REALLY GAUGE 
HOW STRONG 
SOMEONE |S, 

YOU MUST 
PLAY HIM 
YOURSELF. 


HE... 
ONLY 


PLAYS 
INTERNET 
GO. 


ITLL BEA 
DISTRACTION 
IN BETWEEN MY 
IMPORTANT 
MATCHES, LIKE 


ZL PRADA. 
7/4 x Lf 


PE LEED 


aT T_T 

WHEN | HEARD. | | i | THE PLAYER 

HE MIGHT BE |\|I\ Il | | \ | WHO SENT 
A CHILD, \ NANA J WAVES 

SHINDO'S NAM Ny <WS “Lo VY THROUGH THE 
CROSSED | 7) m\\ WY INTERNET GO 

MY MIND... \h, Nii COMMUNITY 
\ 4 THE SUMMER 
_ i BEFORE LAST. 

fv W& 


BUT | SAW THE 
YOUNG LIONS 


SHINDO 
ISN'T SAI. 


“| SAW A MEDIOCRE 
= SX “SAI” PLAYING 
ONLINE 
= SHE WASN'T 
. AROUND LONG, _ 


| DON'T 
: RESPECT 
| =| SOMEONE 
HE DOESN'T | WHO 
SEEMTO a REFUSES 


GO ONLINE 
ya TO REVEAL 
ANYMORE. fw HIMSELF. 


ene 
—aaees= 


1 STS 
ae 


AND PLEASE-DON'T 
KEEP IT A SECRET, 


OH, UM. 
THANK YOU 


ae 


“distraction”?! 


= 


BUT EVEN . 
SUPPOSING HE \W{\ WW | WON'T 


\’M ONLY y \ 
AGREEING HAS AGOOD Wh BREATHE 
TO PLAY HIM || REASON TO HIDE \\NY 
BECAUSE IT | |HISIDENTITY...YOU |||N \\ 


SEEMS SO | |CAN'T DENY THIS 

IMPORTANT MAKES HIM 
TO YOU. SOUND LIKE 

A SHADY 

FELLOW. 


ANY TIME. | = "| 
IF YOU'RE WIKICY) <2) \ WHEN 
FEELING WELL Vf Ir a | SHOULD WE 


ENOUGH, IT | Ia ||| SCHEDULE 
COULD BE AS \\ | \\\ or THE 


THE FOLLOWING HAHA. 
WEEK, | HAVE NE IT'S GIVE ME A 
THEFIFTHTITLE 1100 avs THURSDAY DIFFERENT LITTLE MORE 
MATCH-THAT'S (Tee FROM _ TIME TO GET 
IMPORTANT. AY HOLDING THE USED TO 

BUT SATURDAY 
IS FAR SATURDAY? 
ENOUGH IN ; 
ADVANCE. 


| NEXT ar tH ie 
| WEEK A “A 
THEN...? MISS 


It’s just 
something 
squeezed in 
between impor- 
tant garnesP 
Z Nis is not what _ 
I had in mind. 


PLEASE 
GIVE IT 
YOUR ALL. 


WHEN YOU LOSE, 
I'D HATE FOR YOU 
TO SAY YOU 
WEREN'T PLAYING 
FOR REAL, 


OH! 
| MEANT 
IF! IF! 


match isn’t 
important? 


IF | 00, 
| MIGHT AS 
WELL OROP 
OUT OF 
THE PROS. 


DON'T JOKE 
LIKE THAT! 
YOU CAN'T 

QUIT! 


ACTUALLY 
SEEM 


CONVINCED... 
wel MIGHT \ 


LOSE. 


FINE. 
IF | LOSE TO 
THIS FRIEND | »\\ 
OF YOURS, | 
| WILL ii Ai I JUST 
RETIRE. B hi I... 


WE PLAY A WEEK 


FROM TODAY. 
THE GAME STARTS WHAT?! 
AT TEN AM., | NEVER 
LENGTH OF PLAY, ASKED YOU 
THREE HOURS. 


SOUND GOOD? 


I'LL REFUSE 
SENSE!! ALL VISITORS 
| DION'T THAT DAY. 
SAY 
ANYTHING 
ABOUT-— 


Now@uieT  |TAIIRS 1 1) I'VE AGREED 
DOWN. ANS SET TT | TO THE 
THIS IS A \\\\\ eae — CVI MATCH YOU 
HOSPITAL. . | TP) REQUESTED. 


oe sak 


l 


hl 


IN MY STORY- 
BOARDS I 
SOMETIMES 
WRITE THIS 
WORD: 


BUT THEN MY 
EDITOR, 
TAKAHASHI, 
RED-LINES IT. 


YOSOGOTO 


“unrelated 
matter 


Ikan! Yosogoto nanka 


THIS IS AN hetndsetact dameda*, 
EXAMPLE OF ty 


“Literal Transla- 


Mart 


*English adaptation: 
"Wait! I have to stay focused,” 


she est 


as say t either. 


IS THAT ONLY 
IN NAGOYA?! 


You don’ Whate| 
OR MAYBE cal 


What's 
‘kuru kuru 
suship” 
weal 


<2 


\egrv kore sushi 


ONLY IN MY 
(embarrass© 


FAMILY?! 


ta. anges <— tion: ‘Nol I can't A Hy A HNN \\ 
aM tree be thinking about //Mi YY 
WORD GOT a tot ff ry N 
THROUGH. Volume 7 
page 99 —> + 


HIKARU 
NO GO 


STORY BOARDS 


THIS IS 
HOW I USE 
“YOSOGOTO.’ 


HE ALSO CUT 
“KURU KURU 
SUSHI" WHEN I 
WROTE ABOUT 
REVOLVING 
SUSHI* 


* kuru kuru is the sound 
effect for something 
turning/spinning. 


| Q 


Game 109 * toya koyo” 


/ 


WHERE'S 
TOYA KOYO? 
| DON'T SEE 


HIM. 


MUST BE BUSY! 
HE'S GOT TITLE 
MATCH GAMES! 


I 


IS THIS TOYA al WE ARE TALKING 
KOYO ON THE ABOUT TOYA MEIJIN, 
INTERNET THE : : Ba | y NY AFTER ALL! 

REAL DEAL? 7 | T=" | SASS 


I 


i 


- 


yA 


YEP, HE'S THE REAL 


.. THEN HE’S DEAL, ALL RIGHT! 


INTERNET GO IS GOT TO BE HE BEAT ICHIRYU! 
GETTING MORE TOYA MEIJIN! THAT'S THE JAPANESE 
INTERESTING PRO, ICHIRYU! 


EVERY YEAR! 


EVERYONE KNOWS 
THE ICHIRYU USERNAME 
STANDS FOR THE REAL GO 
PROFESSIONAL ICHIRYYU. 
IF THIS TOYA KOYO 
REALLY BEAT HIM... 


Lae 


WHEN | WAS THE U.S. 
REPRESENTATIVE AT TOO BAD SAI 
THE WORLD AMATEUR DISAPPEARED. 
CHAMPIONSHIP TWO 
YEARS AGO, THE PLACE 
WAS BUZZING WITH 
TALK OF THIS SAI. 


WE NEVER DID 
FIGURE OUT 
WHO SAI WAS. 


pe Mi 


IT'S BEEN 
LONELY WITHOUT 
THE NUMBER-ONE 
DUTCH PLAYER 
AROUND. WOULD 
YOU PLAY A GAME 


MR. OOIJER! 
YES, I'VE BEEN 
RATHER BUSY, 


NO, 
ONLINE, AS 
TOYAKOYO. 


TOYA ME 


OH, ONLINE... 
AND YOU THINK 
IT WAS REALLY 


| PS A | 
|) Pm 

/ | 
Wh 


WHAT?! JAPAN'S 


IJIN?! 


WAS HE HERE IN 
THE NETHER- 
LANDS? 


VI | 
WT 


HH | | 
ti] 1 
HAFAN | | 


IL 


| HAVEN'T SEEN 
YOU HERE AT THE 
CLUB IN AGES. 


I'M NOT SURE. 

HIS OPPONENT 
WASN'T VERY STRONG, 
AND AFTER THE ONE 
GAME TOYA KOYO 


WAS GONE. 


HAVEN'T YOU HEARD OF 
SAI, MR. OOIJER? 
AREALLY STRONG PLAYER 
WHO WAS ONLINE QUITE 

AWHILE AGO. ON APAR 
WITH TOYA MEIJIN, 


SOUNDS 
FAKE TO ME. 


HALF A YEAR 

AGO, SOMEONE 

CLAIMED TO BE SAI. 
WASN'T AROUND 

~\ LONG, THOUGH. 


AS STRONG AS 
TOYA MEIJIN?! 
WHO WAS THIS 


KNOW...BUT THE 
PLAYER SHOWED 
UP AS JPN — 
JAPANESE. 


READ 
THIS 
WAY 


WHEN | WENT TO JAPAN 
TWO YEARS AGO FOR 
THE WORLD AMATEUR 

CHAMPIONSHIP, ONE OF 

MY GOALS WAS TO FIND 

OUT WHO SAI WAS. 

BUT... 


EVEN THOUGH 
MANY PEOPLE 
KNEW ABOUT SAI, 
NOT ONE KNEW 
HIS IDENTITY. 


AND THEN HE 
DISAPPEARED FROM 
THE INTERNET. 


| WONDER IF 
WE'LL EVER SEE 
HIM AGAIN... 


i | 
1 


THAT 


DOES IT! 
OGATA CAN'T 
MAKE A 
COMEBACK 
ANYMORE! 


| THE 
| MEIJINIS 
STRONG! 


YES, 
IF HE HAD 
WON THIS 


GAME HE 
WOULD 'VE 
BECOME 


THE GAME 
WILL END 
SOON. 


WAITING 


IT MUST BE 


FRUSTRATING 
FOR OGATA. 
ESPECIALLY 
BECAUSE AT 

FIRST, THINGS 
WERE GOING 

HIS WAY. 


1 


OGATA'S PLAYING 
WELL THESE DAYS. 
| WOULON'T HAVE 
BEEN SURPRISED 
TO SEE HIM 
SNATCH THE 
TITLE TODAY 


| BET HE 
FELT THE 


' 


EVEN 
PLAYING 
TEACHER 
TOYA 
MEIJIN! 


TO PLAY IT 
COOL, BUT 
'S FUN TO 
WATCH HIM. 
E SHOWS HIS 
HIS FACE. 


OGATA LIKES 
IT 


EMOTIONS ON 


S| y 


un” 
, 


TO THE PRESS, 
HE'LL SAY THINGS 
LIKE “IT’S A 
LEARNING OPPOR- 

TUNITY FOR ME 
BUT HIS AMBITION 
IS TO SEIZE THE 
JUDAN TITLE. 


a 


POSITION 
THERE IS 
CERTAINLY 


ae 


«ti 


SRK 


LET'S GO 
REVIEW 
THE GAME! 


| 


iV 


RES STILe 
STAYING HE LOOKS VERY 
AT THE HEALTHY FOR 
HOSPITAL, SOMEONE WHO 
ISN'T HE? COLLAPSED 
LAST WEEK. / 


‘ yb r = 
az ie 
1 Eh 


LSS 


BOUNCING 
RIGHT BACK 
FROM HIS 
HEART ATTACK. 
HE'S GOT 
ALOT OF 
HEART! 


THAT'S 
WHERE THE 
FLOW OF 
THE GAME 
SHIFTED. 


| THOUGHT 
I'D BE IN 
TROUBLE IF 
WHITE MOVED 
HERE FIRST. 


fel 


MR. TOYA'S 
ANALYSIS 
OF THE 
SITUATION 
WAS RIGHT 


a ee! 


Apo 


OGATA, YOU 
WERE A BIT 
FORCEFUL 


SO THAT 
WAS THE 


| THOUGHT YOU'D 
CHALLENGE ME 
BY ATTACHING 


Ll 
=z ] iN 
i, 
| \\ 
A NY. 


A / AN 
move 


MUST BE 
FRUSTRATING 


i 


FEELING 
ALL 
RIGHT? 


SK 


Cera 
mA Vs 


| COULD 
EVEN PLAY 
OUR FIFTH 
GAME 
RIGHT 
NOW. 


TOMORROW 
YOU'LL 
RETURN TO 
THE HOSPITAL, 
WON'T YOU? 


KNOWWHAT \ 
HE DOES S . COMFORT- 


; THE DAY 
| NEVER DREAMED . 


> ~F | CABLY,SO 
THAT WAS THE Sears ee | HE'S NOT 
YESTERDAY, || INTERNET _ 
REAL THING. | SPOTTED LEAVING 
WHO'D IMAGINE TOYAKOYO 
MR. TOYA WOULD ONLINE, 


PLAY GO ONLINE? 


| THOUGHT 
TO MYSELF, 
"THE NERVE OF 
SOMEONE, USING 
THE NAME OF THE 
| GREAT TOYA KOYO!” 
| THOUGHT I’ 
HARASS HIM A BIT, 
SO | PLAYED A 
GAME AGAINST 
HIM. 


SS 
- 
| REALIZED, /\ MADE 
“AGHIIT / ONE 
REALLY IS / MEDIOCRE 
Deca TOYA! | MOVE, AND 
WHAT'S HE MY OPPO- 


ME, OF 


course.|| COIN 


ONLINE?!” J 


IT'S JUST 


\/ FORNOW. 
/ | PREFER TO Fie ito Us 

ta 7 FEEL THE \\ 
a U1 P\ STONESIN |! / UNTIL | GET 
TA OUT OF THE 

2 ‘al u\ MY HAND. 

Or Fa HOSPITAL. 
a 


BXXSANSY 
y enete 
LESSEE 


or 
So 

Lik 

og / 


IF YOU'RE 

GOING FOR | 
ADRINK, | = 
I'LL JOIN / 


IT'S FD - 


PRETTY 
VEXED, |'D 


| GUESS 
WE HAD 
BETTER 
WRAP UP / 


/ Twowins THEN. 
AND TWO 
LOSSES. 

SO THE JUDAN 

TITLE MATCH 
WILL CONTINUE | 
ON TO ITSFIFTH 

AND FINAL 
GAME! 


MUST BE 
WORRIED 
ABOUT 


READ 
THIS 
WAY 


TO RELAX 
TOO MUCH. 
| NEED TO 
STAY 

FOCUSED 


THE FIFTH 
GAME OF 
THE JUDAN 
TITLE 
MATCH ISN'T | 
UNTIL NEXT, 


THERE'S 
NO RUSH 
TO GET 
BACK TO 
THE 
HOSPITAL. 


SEEMS LIKE YOU'RE 
DOING VERY WELL. 
IT WOULD HAVE 
BEEN NICE TO 
STAY OUT ALITTLE 
LONGER. 


HE DOESN'T 
LOOK TIRED. 
MAYBE IT'S 
BECAUSE 
HE WON 
YESTERDAY. 
BUT REMEMBER, 
IT WAS MENTAL 
EXHAUSTION FROM 
PLAYING TOO MANY 
GAMES THAT 
CAUSED YOU 
COLLAPSE 


'T YOU 


MY. 
PLAYING 
GO AGAIN 
TODAY? 
RELAX AND 
TAKE IT EASY 
FOR ADAY: 


U 


WHY DON 


ky 
Tht 


ee 


ST TTT 


] — Se l 


YOU SPENT 
ALL DAY 
YESTERDAY 
OUT PLAYING A | 
TITLE MATCH 
AME. AREN 
YOU TIRED? 


G 


ITIS 
JUST 
FOR FUN, 


OR WILL YOU 
BE PLAYING 
ON THE 
INTERNET 
FOR FUN? 


BUT 
I'M ALSO 
PLAYING 
AGAME | 

CAN'T LOSE. 


TOMORROW! 


EVERY OBATA HI KARU 
SENSETS 

Taeisce Black p= tones | NO GO 

2 : STORYBOARDS 

BLACK. 


Especially Ti OBATA SENSET'S 
Likes Urg hl abe and FAVORITE MOVIE: 


Korosawa gplatter FIMS fic <THE EXORCIST. 
Hitchcock, a 
Jackie Chan. Ras (. ie 


rs 
ee 


un 


Don't 
drink, I don 
wholesome. either. Smoke 


TOBACCO 


Cigarettes. Oolong 
N C~ Wine. tea 


Alcohoh “3 a oe 
“ Od 
a2 & 


— 


T brush my PREFERRED 
teeth, chew ‘have METHOD OF 
Flotof STAYING 
AWAKE AT 
get sleepy. 5 \ NIGHT TO 
] sleep. A WORK. 


\ | 


\ § 


‘ laa 


Pevcaee DOCTOR. 
| AWAY ALL ABOUT 
VISITORS? 3 TOMORROW... 
\ ‘ 


I'D LIKE TO 
PLAY MY GAME 
WITHOUT 
BEING 
INTERRUPTED 
BY ANYBODY. 


“\T MUST 
| BETIRING |. / Ne 
| FOR YOU SY GOOD 
ye GRIEF! 
DON'T YOU 
EVER 
REST? 


Za a —me 
os Game 110: "Mounting Excitement” 


iternent” 


2 
a8) 
™> 
n= 
iA 
= 
fe) 
= 


Game 110 


I'M SURE 
YOU'RE 


I'LL JUST 
TAKE A 
LISTEN... 


CONSIDER 
YOUR 
HEALTH AND 
TAKE IT Ff 


EASY, /\ ? * N 


\ 


EXCUSE ME... 
MAY | 
INTERRUPT 
FORA 


WHO AM! ‘oo / 
TOTELL AN \f_-| /_ WELL, | 
EXPERT GO EVERYTHING 
Cea) | ee 
SELF OF HIS SOUND 
\— \\ 


S 


YOU CAN 
GO HOME IN 


TOMORROW, 
I'LL PUT UP A 
“NO VISITORS” 
SIGN. 


PLANNED. 


Hh 


YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO 
COME 
TOMORROW. 
TELL AKIRA 
TOO. 


THAT'S 
FINE, 


WG 
WW 


\s 


A < 


AKIRA SAID 
HE’S GOING TO 
VISIT SOME 
YOUNG PLAYERS 
TOMORROW AT 
THEIR STUDY 
GROUP, SO | DON'T 
THINK HE WAS 
PLANNING 
ONIT. 


THIS TOYA KOYO 
I'M PLAYING 
AGAINST... 


IS TRULY AS 
POWERFUL AS 
JAPAN'S TOYA 

MEIJIN 


WHAT SPEED! 
THE GAME |S 
DEVELOPING 


THIS MUST 
REALLY BE HIM. 


QUICKLY. 


oe 


goes 


i 


TL 


RL. IS 
HELPLESS 
AGAINST 
TOYA KOYO. 


R.L...THAT'S 
RINSHIN LEE! 


MORNING! IT'S 
ME, OOIJER. 
TURN ON YOUR | 
COMPUTER, y } 
TOYA KOYO IS , we 


5, 


YES, I'VE BEEN 
WATCHING FOR 
ABOUT HALF 


THIS HAS GOT 
TO BE THE REAL 
TOYAKOYO! 


HE 
RESIGNED. 


LOOK HOW 
BADLY HIS 
OPPONENT, 
RL lS 
DOING. 


YOU DON'T 
KNOW R.L.? 


HE'S THE NUMBER 
ONE AMATEUR 
PLAYER IN CHINA, AND 
HE WON LAST YEAR'S 
WORLD AMATEUR 
CHAMPIONSHIP. 


I'VE SPOKEN Ps 
TO HIM. 
Ss. 


JA! THIS |S 
GETTING 
EXCITING. 


GOEDEMORGEN! 
WHAT'S UP? 


JAPAN'S TOYA KOYO IS ty] 


ff 
PLAYING ON THE INTERNET! / INSTRUCTOR... 
YOU TWO HAVE HEARD OF a) WHAT SOcINe 
TOYA MEIJIN, RIGHT?! 


IN THE PAST TWO YEARS, 
MORE AND MORE PROS 
HAVE STARTED TO PLAY 
ONLINE. BUT TO SEE HIM 
ON THE INTERNET?! 
FANTASTIC! 


BOY! HOW I'D LOVE TO PLAY 
HIM! OH, BUT WHO AM | TO 
REQUEST A GAME WITH 
SOMEONE OF HIS CALIBER!? 
ACH... |T WOULD BE 
IMPOSSIBLE! 


ZS 
mea 


IT SAID IN 
THE PAPER 
THAT THE =———=7_—... TOYA'S OLD 


MOVE HADN'T MAN MOVED 
OCCURRED HERE... 


TO ANY OF ; 
THE PROFES- MAN, THAT S 


SIONALS AWESOME! | 
WATCHING IN NEVER WOULD 
HAVE THOUGHT 


ROOM, 
EITHER. 


The act of 
playing go 
can spark 
striking 
insights in 
the player. 


X 


There isa 
big difference 
between merely 
watching a game 
and playing it 
yourself, 


a WM idifiir hose 

lid D iiacstia Rei 

a distance are 

more calm and 
ee collected than the 

but £ 

themselves PA eee the’ 
see the deepest full depths of 
reaches of the the gare. / | 
firmament on | 
y, Ehe go board. 


Ah 


Mmm 
\\ Monn 


| 
) 
Ss 


when you play 
-~ opponent 
directly can 
you perceive 
their full 
strength. 


a << 
ox rps 
SNES KO 


y 


WHAT'S UP. 
AKARI? 


SHOULDN'T 
YOU BE AT 
THE GO 
CLUB? 
ARE YOU 
DITCHING? 


I'M NOT 
DITCHING! 
EVERYONE 


Cor 
WEE 
ENS 
o90 
ASG 
a. 
SEG 


f 


SO | 
THOUGHT 
MAYBE 
YOU'DPLAY | 


TOMORROW'S | 
THE BIG 


| 


ZV! 


I'LL BRING 
UP SOME 
TEA AND 


UH... OKAY, I'LL 
PLAY YOU A 
GAME. 


IF 
am 


GOTTEN ANY 
\ STRONGER? WERE 


\ 
Hee 


Vtuar's =| | ar 
| OKAY, | r 
| SO,HAVEYOU , a ey | 
If | \ | ie 


YUP! 
KANEKO |S 
HELPING ME! 
THE OTHERS 
ARE WORKING 
HARD TOO. 


FORUS 
THIRO-YEARS, 
OUR LAST 
UH-HUH. 
TOURNAMENT |S 
IN JUNE, SO BUT YUKI KIND 

WE'RE HOPING OF COMES 

AND GOES. 


YUKI WILL PLAY. 


Ke | 
Yee 


SSA 


YOU WON'T 
STAND A 
CHANCE 

WITH NINE. 

PUT MORE 

DOWN! 


OH, UH...SURE. 
NINE STONES 
IS FINE. 


CAN | PUT 
DOWN NINE 
STONES? 


Nine stones 
is enough, 
Hikaru. 
Pll make it a 
fine garne 
of go. 


' voile 
TOMORROW REALLY 
YOUREUP = GOING TO 
AGAINST PLAY, SAI? 
TOYA'S OLD THIS IS 
MAN. AKARI, 
YOU SURE IT'S REMEMBER. 
OKAYTOPLAY —_axagi 
A GOOF-OFF / 


It might help. 
Playing with 
Akari will 


/ ONEGAI- 
SHIMASU. | 


= 


My}}}\\ 


/j ee : 


that man. 


Hikaru was 


orice like 


So...it’s been 

just over -wo 

years since | 
returned to 
this world. 


48 il 


f' 


¢ 
rd 


rN, 


i 


se be 


i 


moment 

: P| I saw 

believed he hin... 

walked the 

same path 
as I. 


..endeavors 
to play the 
Divine Move. 


| ul ~ Way 
in iJ ari NN 


/ SOMEDAY... AN EVEN 
if Ota MATCH... 


i 
| 


\ iq Wy H \\ 
ia mn 


Sy vii | 


to the 
Divine 
Move? 


Wy NEXT TIME, 
i 3 Dy y YES.. ff WE'LL PLAY 
\ Boy. 


ff IN 


|! ("\ 


i) A 
yn ‘ 


Tomorrow 
my wish 
comes true. 


TAKESHI OBATA 
DESICN 


HIKA 6 
T-SHIRT 


TYPE3 


Designed by 
Takeshi Obata 


AKIRA, YOU'RE 
VISITING THAT 
STUDY GROUP 
TODAY, RIGHT? 
WHAT TIME < 
DOESITEND? fe 


SO YOULL RIGHT.) 
BE EATING ye 
DINNER AT ia 


FATHER 
SAID NOT 


i im 
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CHR 


HE WANTS 
TO PLAY 
INTERNET 


HE'LL BE 

DISCHARGED 

FROM THE 

HOSPITAL 
TOMORROW. 
YOU'D THINK 

HE COULD 
TAKE IT EASY js 


, YOU AND YOUR 


SEE YOU NOTHING BUT 
GO ALL THE 


HE'S GETTING 
DISCHARGED 
TOMORROW? 
THAT WAS 


WHEN FATHER 
» COLLAPSED 

TEN DAYS AGO, 

| HAD NO IDEA 
WHAT WAS 
GOING TO 
HAPPEN... 


Ci va 
w ARRIVING 


| WAS <= 
SUPPOSED © . 


THE NEXT Y 
TIME! i 
MIGHT GET me 4 


HIM IS AT. ; 
THE YOUNG, 
LIONS, | 
TOURNA- | 
MENT NEXT | 
MONTH, 


BUT|IDON'T \ 
HAVE TO 
WAIT FOR 
THE YOUNG 

LIONS. | 


| SHOULD BE 
ABLE TO 
MEASURE HIS 
STRENGTH 
THAT WAY. 


| COULD 
WATCH 
SHINDO 
PLAY 
ANOTHER 
PROWE 


READ 
THIS 
WAY 


HE WANTS , 
TO BE LEFT | | Hf ; 1 HN 
UNDISTURBED | Fim rie Tere: 
TODAY TO | 
PLAY INTERNET | 


| 
HEDIONT DIDNT 
SEEMALL SEE 
THATINTO THAT 
ITATFIRST. COMING. 


| THAT'S 
NOT YUKI'S 
SISTER. 


IS TOYA 

SENSE! 

ONLINE 
Yetr 


HE SAID 
HE'D 
RETIRE 
IF HE 
LOSES, 
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SHEESH! lin\\a SA 
SO MUCH IWAN \ 4 \Y HE 
PRIDE! THAT (\)U oA Ly, PROBABLY | 
GOES FOR HIS Up. : 
SON, TOO! 


GA, °; | 
(hil 


IF...IF SAI 
* WINS... 


KOMI |S 
5 AND A 
IT'SAN HALF. 
EVEN 
GAME. 


JUST LIKE THAT, 
WE COULD LOSE A 
PROFESSIONAL GO 
PLAYER WHO HOLDS 

FIVE TITLES! 
SHOOT! 
TALK ABOUT DIRE 
CONSEQUENCES! == 


—— 


LENGTH 
OF 


THREE GAME... 
HOURS. 


[oes 


BLACK 
GOES TO 
TOYA 
SENSEI, 
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\ EVEN OVER THE 
INTERNET | CAN FEEL 
\HIS PRESENCE= 

\ ‘JUST AS STRONG AS 
THE TIME | FACED HIM 


\ Lee THE SHINSHODAN 


“TOYA MEIJIN...- 
NX. ITS TOYA: 


TOYA I'W ABOUT WHO 
TOGETTO CARES 
viernes SEE THIS IF HE 
GAME MN RETIRES 
\ SAI! RIGHT \ 
HERE! 


! BLES 
Be ean aS 1 AL 


SS 


| YD) 


2 
Petes 


YOSHITAKA! 
( . WHERE HAVE 
(a S YOU BEEN? 
; / i ) ” STAYING OUT 
MN ALL NIGHT-! 


i f 


YOU FINISH 


HOW MANY TIMES 
HAVE | TOLD YOU SORRY, MOM. TEACHING GO 
| WENT TO BEFORE 
TO CALL ME AND E Bhat 
LET ME KNOW?! SAEKI'S TO PLAY | 
| TRIED YOUR GO AND | ENDED | | | HAD A BATH ALL 
UP SPENDING / HEATED, AND 
CELL, BUT IT WAS ce cee 
OFF! THE NIGHT | 
THERE. [ FOR YOU! 


IT OFF AT WORK. 
| THOUGHT z 
| MUST HAVE 
ee ee 4 FORGOTTEN TO 
IT WAS TOO 


=, TURNIT BACK 


ON. 


rit \ 


i 


iil \ 


I 


WITH THAT AND 


| COULD SCRAPE 
TOGETHER 
ENOUGH FOR 


| COULD GET 
MY TEACHER 
TO PASS ALONG 
MORE JOBS 
AND WORK AS 


MAYBE | 
SHOULD + | 
MOVE INTO | jaf 
ADORM, ATMA 
LIKE SAEKI. 


ait 


| 
| 
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oe 
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HAVEN'T 
PLAYED 
INTERNET 
GOFORA 
WHILE... 
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YOSHITAKA! 
YEAH! ARE YOU STAYING 
I'LL EAT HOME TODAY?! 
AT HOME! ARE YOU EATING 
LUNCH AND 

T DINNER HERE?! 


{ 
| 
i f | | | 
Leesa i URTRASE TE al - 
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| be NG 
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IT'S THAT 
FAKE SAI | SAW 
: fe SO THAT FRAUD 
A: gS inn IS ONLINE AGAIN! 
ss \ \ OR...1S SOMEONE 
ee |\\\\|||)) yA ELSE POSING AS 
Sk a, 1 | SAI THIS TIME? 
A 


BESIDES, 
ISN'T HE 
ALTHOUGH, STILL IN THE 


|SUPPOSE HOSPITAL? 
IF HE HAS A 


PRIVATE 
ROOM, IT 
WOULDN'T 


| WONDER 
WHO HE'S 
PLAYING. 


AS IF HE WOULD 
PLAY ONLINE! 
HE’S JUST LIKE 
MORISHITA SENSEI— 
THOSE GUYS WOULD 
NEVER TAKE 
INTERNET GO 
SERIOUSLY! 


Late i I ‘ 
Coin” RYN 


CRAZY! 
NOW THERE'S 
EVEN A FAKE 
TOYA MEIJIN! 


NOW THESE 
TWO ARE 
PLAYING EACH 


THEY'VE 


JUST 
\ STARTED. 


ff 
ff 


WHAT A GAME 
THAT WOULD BE 
IF IT WERE 
REALLY THEM. 
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Handicap 0 
Komi ope eae 
Time 3h 00m 


RAAtvriARe I | 


A THREE-HOUR 
GAME?! 
ONLINE?! 


WW 
« 
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a 


THE REAL 
SAI?! 


IT'S STILL DARK OUT. 
WHO COULD IT BE? 


HELLO? 


OH, 
MR. OOIJER. 


JA. | ENJOYED 
PLAYING YOU THE 
OTHER DAY. 


WHAT BRINGS YOU 
TO CALL AT THIS 
TIME OF NIGHT? 


TOYA KOYO IS ONLINE? 
WHO |S HE PLAYING? 


\ 


WHAT?! 
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<4 ww 
Yw. w rE 
E2>OLt = , 
eae 
$9 
Wo : 
Pe oes : 
BR ; 


IT MUST BE 
MIODAY IN 
JAPAN 
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Or 
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| CAME TO YOUR YOU'RE RIGHT! 
PLACE TO WATCH PLAYING 
IT TOGETHER. Wy, AGAINST 
, TOYA KOYO! 
LOOK. 
THEY'VE ALLOTTED 


THREE HOURS TO PLAY. 
PLENTY OF TIME. 


I'LL GO MAKE 
SOME COFFEE. 


I'LL TAKE A CUP. MAN, 
WHAT A SURPRISE! 
IS IT REALLY 
THAT SAI?! 


READ 
Ktris 
WAY 


TWO YEARS AGO, SAI 
DISAPPEARED FROM 
THE INTERNET AFTER 
PLAYING THAT GAME 
AGAINST AKIRA. 

IS THIS THE 
SAME SAI? 


be | 
‘© 


* 
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IF SO, THIS |S A GAME 
WORTH WATCHING— 
SAI VS. TOYA KOYO! 


SO FAR, THE GAME 
LOOKS SMOOTH 
AND PEACEFUL. 


| WONDER HOW 
IT'LL DEVELOP 
FROM HERE. 


BUT HE'S 
NOT ANY 
PROFES- 
SIONAL | 
RECOG- 
NIZE. 


HE'S NO 
MERE 
AMA- 
TEUR. 


| DON'T INTEND 
TO TAKE BACK 
MY VOW TO 
RETIRE IF 
| LOSE. 
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fae Se 


HE'S 
SETTING 
UP HIS 
CHAL- 
LENGE. 


ae 
Shion. — 
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A WORD ABOUT HIKARU NO 60 


SO 
YOU PLAY 


IN THE STORY, PEOPLE FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD 
GATHER AT ONE WEBSITE, BUT IN REAL LIFE THERE 
ARE MANY ONLINE SITES WHERE YOU CAN PLAY GO. 


SOME PLACES CHARGE PER GAME; OTHERS LET YOU 
PLAY FOR FREE. THERE ARE SITES FOR JAPANESE 
PLAYERS, SITES YOU HAVE TO JOIN AS A MEMBER, 
SITES THAT ARE OPEN TO EVERYBODY, AND SO ON. 


PROFESSIONAL PLAYERS SOMETIMES PLAY ONLINE 
TOO. 


N 9 DAN ONCE PLAYED USING Y 9 DAN’S NAME. 
“THAT'S ‘CUZ Y IS MORE POPULAR THAN ME. TI 
THOUGHT PEOPLE WOULD BE MORE EXCITED.” 


N 9 DAN IS AN EQUALLY POPULAR PROFESSIONAL 
PLAYER! 


WHAT WERE YOU THINKING?! 


} 
| 
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"Sai vs. toya\koyo: Part II” 
‘i ‘ly | 4 


tN 


| CAN 


READ HIS 
INTENTIONS. 


" 
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" 


WELL 
THENw 


WHAT A 
SURPRISE TO 
SEE SAI! 


im 
f 
‘un 


THIS SAI IS HOLDING 
HIS OWN AGAINST 
THE MEIJIN. 


IT MUST BE 
THAT SAI! 


ANO HE'S PLAYING 
TOYA KOYO! 


| PLAYED TOYA 
KOYO BEFORE. 
I'M SURE THAT’S 
REALLY JAPAN'S 
TOYA MEIJIN. 


bi 

i 
HES 

I 

i 


WHAT? THAT'S WHAT 
WHITE WANTS. 
HE'S PLAYING RIGHT 
INTO SAI'S HANDS. 


AFTER ALL THAT 
THOUGHT, THE 
MEIJIN DOES 

THIS?! ( 


ee 


Le 


lf Wott i 
AWE MM th 


THE ONE FROM 
TWO YEARS AGO. 


BUT AS YOU 
STEADILY 
PRESS 
FORWARD 
FROM YOUR 
CAPPING 


THIS 
DEVELOPMENT 
IS JUST WHAT 
YOU HOPED 
FOR, ISN'T 
IT? 


YOU WILL 
NOTICE THAT 
THIS POSITION IS 
NOT AT ALL 

UNFAVORABLE 


& ond 


$f 


pis Ie 
TOYA MEIJIN! 
ABSOLUTELY!! 


: 


| 
| 


( 


«THE GAME 
UNFOLDING 


LIKE THIS. 


| NEVER...NEVER 
COULD HAVE 
IMAGINED... 
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AS VAS 


MAUD 
Mh) ys 


Wy 
Wh 
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we THAT. 
STONE SAI 

SET UP 
EARLIER... 


PE MU 


TR 


LOOKING 
AT IT 
NOW... 


My) 


IT LOOKED LIKE 
SAI WAS IN 
CONTROL OF THE 
GAME, SHAPING 
THINGS TO HIS 
ADVANTAGE. 


i 


al 


a 


. SOMEHOW 
LOST ITS 
EFFECTIVE- 


AWESOME! 
TOYA SENSE! 
IS AMAZING! 


YOSHITAKA! 
HOW MANY TIMES 
DO | HAVE TO 
CALL YOU?! 
LUNCH IS READY! 


GAME. 
I'M TOYA 
KOYO, THE 
MEIJIN. 


~ 
= 
Y 
pe 
le 
= 


AND MAKE 
YOU TELL ME 
YOUR NAME 


Ze TY, —é# 
/ Mein's \= 
{ PHYSICAL 
COLLAPSE 
TURNED OUT \ 
NOT TO BE li 


Se TOO SERIOUS, 
SN THis Time, 7 
BUT... 


hs WW 


SSSS Ssv THERE WILL 


= BE A CROWD OF 2 


CHALLENGERS AT NEXT Vagal 


MONTH'S TOURNAMENT 
OVERSEAS. | WOULON'T 
BE SURPRISED IF HE 
HAD ANOTHER 


LLL, 


EPISODE. 


THAT'S WHY 
bd WE YOUNGER 
j PLAYERS NEED | 
TOWRESTA 
LIGHTEN 
ete,  THLEORTWO 


FROM HIM. 


ae AY as | I 


te 


AND KURATA OGATAIS DOING 
YOU GUYS WILL FINALLY HIS BEST WITH 


STILL GET TO CHAL- THE JUDAN 


LENGE HIMIN = TOURNAMENT. 
THE UPCOMING ir627ToS |; 


HON'INBO RIGHT NOW. / 
, TOURNAMENT, / 


HERE? 


| SLEEP ‘TIL 
NOON WHEN | 
DONTHAVEA TSS 


GAME, ‘ 
WHAT WERE ff 
yOUGUYSUP |: 

TO THIS 
MORNING? 


WE OBSERVED THE 
GAME BETWEEN 
CHINA'S RYU AN 
AND KOREA'S 
KO YON-HA 
IN THE CHUNLAN 
CUP. 


[Note: these names are in Asian order] 188 


| DION'T 
KNOW YOU 
WERE 


HE'S GIVEN 
US SOME 


HOW |S 


TOYA CLEVER 
SENSEI'S | | FEEDBACK. COMING, 
HEALTH? I'VE TOYA. 


LEARNED {4 


YOU SAW = 
THE FOURTH 
GAME OF 
THE JUDAN 

TOURNA- f 
MENT, DION'T i 
YOU? HE'S 
HEALTHIER 
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BD 


\/ | THINK HE'S 
KEEPING HIM- 
SELF ENTER- 
TAINED WITH | HA || 
a FROM THE 
\ INTERNET GO, | | HOSPITAL 


TOMORROW. 


~~ 
\"s 
(Ci 
Nee | ALMOST 
“_’/\\ NEVER PLAY REALLY? 
INTERNET | WOULDN'T 
GO. HAVE 

THOUGHT... 


s | WONDER IF 
HE'S PLAYING 


ONLINE RIGHT 
THIS SECOND. 
YOU'VE GOT A 
COMPUTER. 
WHY DON'T WE 
. TURN IT ON? 


WHADDYA 
USE THAT 
COMPUTER 


IT'S GOOD 
FOR ORGA- 
NIZING 


MAYBE! \ bk |/!/ 1} |) a <\ RECORDS. 
SHOULD > \ 


LEARN HOW vet oe ) ee 
TOUSEA HU iy : a i \ 
COMPUTER! j _ im 7); \ 
a EN 4 rq Varies Lif V\ 


ASS 


NO SURPRISE 
THERE. 
WE'RE TALKING 
ABOUT TOYA 


KOYO MEIJIN 
ANA. / ji 


, AFTER ALL. 


7. 


LOOK AT 
HOW MANY La 


OBSERVERS | 
mM THERE ‘lead * 


THE SHAPE IN 
THE LOWER 
LEFT |S 
INTERESTING / 


WOW. 
WHAT'S GOING 
ON WITH WHITE 


YZ ON THE UPPER 


SIDE? 


S 
NOT BAD 
EITHER. 


ORDINARY 


IT’S TRUE. 
THAT'S NO 
OPPONENT. 


Ww 
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ae 
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| CAN'T 
FIGURE OUT 
THE PRO- 
GRESSION 
OF MOVES 
THAT LED 
TOTHIS. 4 


— | (\ 
WW==Zz2 


Ag 


cf 
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seers _S.eeEe 


SO TOYA 
SENSEI 
YES, BUT IS 
LOOK AT | BLACK 
WHITE. / HE SURE 
EARTH |S HE 
PLAYING?! 


2a yw 
TWAEZEwe 
WSOFrFIg¢gL 

Pe teers 
aio. eh 
TFOOKCFED 
TWOOKSESs 
YHeE 


THE OTHER 
GUY'S NAME 


IS SAI? 
HOW 


WOULD 
WE 
KNOW?! 


ot 


ae 


“HOW 
WOULD 
WE 
KNOW"?! 


HE'S GOT 
TO BEA 
PRO, 
RIGHT? 


ter | 


ma 


Seecceaaeat 12 
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te wr 
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Pena k SOTRT IT 


SHAS 


FATHER 
IS 
PLAYING... 


- AGAINST 
: SAI! 
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